a case of congenital carcinoma in the skin which is certainly unique. The tumour, the size of a pigeon's egg, proceeded from the point of the nose; it was extirpated, but the child died when three weeks old.
The affection rapidly spreads, similar spots, sometimes rather elevated, sometimes rather depressed, occurring in the periphery, and it may thus extend over the whole chest, which becomes, as it were, encased in a solid cuirass. The disease in general proceeds unobserved, until it has attained a certain degree; but then burning sensations and flying lancinating pains occur in the affected parts, followed by sleeplessness, anxiety, and disgust to food. Subsequently the respiration becomes difficult, the movements of the chest are impeded, and the thorax seems to be surrounded with a coat of mail, which closes more and more, threatening to suffocate the patient, and may at last become so hard and immovable that respiration is rendered impossible.
In an anatomical point of view, Velpeau gives but scanty information. He To me it appears highly probable, that squirrhe en cuirasse and carcine eburnee are one and the same disease, and that both are forms of sclerodermia. On account, however, of the imperfect description given, no stringent proof of this can be brought forward, but still less can this be done in favour of cancer; it appears to me therefore incorrect to refer these two diseases to cutaneous cancer, as has hitherto been traditionally done at least so long as we have not more definite anatomical investiga tions than those we are as yet in possession of.
